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Discussing the connections between Blogs and Mainstream
Media (MSM) for an international audience poses some
problems:

» Different levels of internet penetration and blog diffusion

» Different media systems (centralization, commercialization,
state control, freedom of speech, ..)

» Different cultural values, expectations and norms regarding self-
presentation, public discussion and social networking

This presentation will outline and discuss two general ideas:

1.MSM and blogosphere do compete for attention, but are based
on different practices for publishing and referencing information

2. Mass-mediated publics and personal publics of the blogosphere
do complement each other in terms of mutual referencing and
providing different kinds of information about current events
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Filtering attention

Basic problem of information management: How to find
relevant information within a seemingly boundless sea of
events and sources?

MSM: journalists acting as gatekeepers

Blogosphere: introducing additional filtering mechanisms

1. Wisdom of Google: Search engines favor sources that are
constantly updated and heavily linked (=blogs)

2. Wisdom of the crowd: making aggregated selections of all
other users visible: digg, technorati, ...

3. Wisdom of your own network: customizing individual news
repertoire through RSS feeds

MSM and Blogosphere are both contributing to publics of
varying size/audience



Contrasting MSM and Blogs

. Both in MSM and blogosphere, publics emerge as result of

individual publishing/posting & referencing/linking practices
Introduction
. However, elements of practices differ:

Traditional journalism Blogs
Selection criteria = News factors = Personal relevance
Approach to * Audience as passive * Audience as co-creator,
audience recipient ,distributed conversations“*
Bl Presentation style | = Detached * Personal
* Neutral *= Opinionated
* Dboth “sides * One-sided
Story form = Structured format (e.g. * Fragments
inverted pyramid) * Incomplete
= Answers basic questions = Open text
(who, what, etc.) = Hyperlinks for credibility
* Closed text
= Sources and datelines for
credibility
Conclusion

Source: adapted from Wall (2005)




Ranking publics

Attention / Audience size

Mass-mediated publics
(e.g. global or national events)
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Topical / partial publics
(e.g. scientific discourse, local events)

,bersonal publics“*
(e.g. holiday pictures; experiences from daily life)

MSM & Blogs
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Overlapping publics

» Rather than being exclusive, MSM publics and personal
publics overlap and complement each other

Introduction

1. Blogs are increasingly used by MSM as
additional communication channel
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. few postings get comments though

MSM & Blogs

" e.g. Tagesspiegel [Berlin]: currently 8 blogs

. ,Elatworld“<Blog by editor Clemens Wergin
(focussing on international affairs) has some
heated debates on neo-conservative positions

" e.g. taz [Berlin]: currently 33 blogs

. ,Elitler-Blog“ by freelance journalist Daniel Erk
Conclusion deconstructs the ways Hitler / Nazi symbolics
appears in various popular cultures




Overlapping publics

2. Mutual Agenda Setting

. MSM increasingly watch and cite Blogs as additional or
alternative sources for news and commentary

. Blogs refer to, comment on and further diffuse MSM stories

L® Technorati

Q3 2006
Top 50 Blogs and MSM
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Where do german blogs link to?

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000 14000 16000 18000 20000

WIKIPEDIA - Die freie Enzyklopadie
SPIEGEL ONLINE

heise online

ZEIT online

sueddeutsche.de

DIE WELT.de

FAZ NET

tagesschau.de

stern.de

golem.de: IT-News fiir Profis
BILDblog

NETZEITUNG.DE

die tageszeitung
NEWS.ORF.at
Bild.T-Online.de

DER TAGESSPIEGEL online
Spreeblick

ZDF.de

Basic Thinking

FINANCIAL TIMES DEUTSCHLAND
FOCUS ONLINE
derStandard.at

WDR.de

NZZ Online
PRESSEPORTAL
BR-ONLINE.DE

n-tv

Handelsblatt.com
BerlinOnline
ProSieben.de
law blog

Der Shopblogger
Ehrensenf

20 minuten
ARD.de
finanzen.net

RP ONLINE
SWR.de

RTL.de

N24
Werbeblogger

Source: deutscheblogcharts.de; 3rd jan 2007. Shown are the numbers of blogs that link to particular sites (based on technorati.com)



Why do people blog?

. While there are a few blogs that reach wide audiences,
most are part of the ,lpng tail“; meaning they have

relatively small audiences (,personal publics)

. But judging the impact of blogs by audience size alone is
not sufficient

. Personal publics provide the bloggers opportunities for
identity management (presenting oneself, one §
experiences and opionions to others) and relationship
management:

MSM & Blogs

. Through links and comments, social networks are
articulated and expanded

. These networks provide social capital “of various kinds
1. Information dissemination
2. Strengthening group solidarity

3. Providing socio-emotional assistance

. Different functions can be exemplified through War Blogs




Blogs in the Israel-Lebanon War

LA live blog from an Israeli bunker via laptop

and wifi. Provides a unique and unprecedented =
insight into the rapidly escalating situation in
the middle east. Experience the events thru
the eyes of the people who live them, and
perhaps get an idea of how it's really like over
here. This is much more human and accurate
then the major news channels.“*
(http://israelibunker.blogspot.com/)

Introduction

MSM & Blogs

The Lebanese Bloggers

UMDY, DECEMBER 24, 2006 L
Concepts

Bloggers of Lebanon
I'm back to griping about an obliviousness of concepts and notions
that public figures in our part of the world convey whenever they open

O | T ,This blog was created to honor the memory

across the Bay

Communist Party, Just read the introductory paragraph of the article Ead Vilbel

and weep: Beirut Live
i L ot Sty L5 s - of Lebanese heroes of all sects who were
wioverment [FPa) signed a memorandum of understanding on Beirut Spring

December 7, 2006, as a result of & mutual goal of combating . . . .
sectariamism in Lebanan, according to the LEP's number two. In BlaESmithSTofReRnan assaSSI nated for the I r atrlotlc Stan dS Ma

an exclusive interview with The Daily Star, LCP Vice President, Bob's Blog p - y
Saadallah Mazraan said that despite maintaining distance fram cavernan Lingulst

the current anti-government demonstrations, the party feels it

e God bless their souls and bless Lebanon.“*

Chercheuse d'or

Dove's Eye View
combating secularism? secular party? We're talking about the FRM

. T i, Wl s, 3 s s i (http://leb blogg blogspot /)
Conclusion e e et et e |l ishimae s -//71lebanesebloggers.plogspot.com

that Hizballah is a religious party that is not sectarfan. For a United Lebanon

Fi h Eagle
What kind of nenesense is this communist spewing? The FPM has as french Eage

ruch of a claim to secularism as any of the other major "political From Beirut to the Beltway
parties” in the country, if not less. All you have to da is read that Ibn Bint Jbeil

ridiculous Los Angeles Times interview of Michel Aoun (pulished

© " Jamals Propaganda Website
around a week aga) to realize the depth of that party's sectarian

agenda. In that interview, Aoun declares that his actions will save all Jeha’s Nail
Christendom in the Middle East - never mind Lebanon's Maronite Jihad el khazen's Blog

community. Kerblo
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Blogs in the Israel-Lebanon War
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(30.7 - 1ahann voi ) Hello Lebanon, Hello Israel®

,Hello Lebanon, hello Israel. | don't know what
will come next, but | was thinking to MY Self .. o ortusson s i

patiently...

maybe we could take advantage of the Blog

D3 - 1AW TANT 1990 1Y MDY 20 AN LMIWN MDD 17 w0k A0 1 Ladm an

cc 112192 920 0" an i PRW 183900 R AT OR
power and open a channel to...all

Ty 00 ABD TIY NP ATV % AU10N MY AIANAYT IIAIEAY YR XY AT IYaAY
00 YN TN, NAR R AUIYD XY NIENL DI (NN ."DYAD 227 N9IEN 910

(http ://www.notes.co.il/benbasat/20968.as p) o It 3137 100 v 130 1 T A 50

2 M 1IN NN X P20 02 I 013 Nty aa'Y e .an
i1 N97% DYIYAY DIEAL FIE RO Yo Y3 K'Y 102 0YAY 0AAIK NOBY ONiK
2TY A 12T MY YR NNR 00V T I 0,0 971 DM DA 1 RIT Y
I N0AY 01130 11 NG DA NI 147 VI XY 0ATITDIVELISTWIY 04N DNIR NK
FETESY

I3 108 0 2127 1010 72 Nk T30 MYA nw2  nandw an ma

Twrite from Spain. Iread about yor blog in one of the more important newspaper in my
country. Its great to hear about people from both countries talking about peace . Today
Tsrac! has boribed a 40 civils in Cana, For us its very diffioult to understand all that
nosense. lam a mother Tand Tam crying for l those children dead PLEASE YOU are
the fature. Iread about a soldier whe write from the border ¢why are you there? The
politians are in their "palace” leave the weapons away. With all my love from Spain.

Elena elenafeito@arrakis.es
BEIRUT UPDATE

“anIna n¥p 2892 U1 I 190N KA T 02 038 k9N bW P12 NNNTIA YN
WAR DIARIES DF A 30 YEAR OLD WOMAN... WITH LOVE FROM BEIRUT

N7 Y072 00N RIA [INKA VOIS MR SANINT AN HID DY WUGKID DAL MK
A 0ona”

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2006 ABOUT WE
Annemarie and Emily il

VIEW MY COMPLETE FROFILE
i have been absent for a while.

the war ended, maya’s condition grew worse. she passed awayand -1

i have been left with a stain on my heart. what now? i have been ziggydocdle.com

liwing the past few weeks in total darkness, not know what lies xanaduart.com

ahead. not knowing if things conld get any worse.. ifi was going to

lose anyone else... and today it almost happened in Palestine. 1

almest lost tvro more friends. OTHER RELEWANT BLOGS
s beirntlive
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below i have posted an email i just received from Annemarie Jacir: civilian resistance in lebanon . b e | I'Ut u p d at e. war d | ar | es Of a 30 y ear o I d

ecocampaigner
o slactronic intifada (lebancn)

~Four howrs ago my sster, her surater Carolyn and I wereshotat . woman W | th I ove fro m be | rut cc

by the Isasl arny. My nerves arestill shaly. W boon drinlisg | T
every since. My legs are weak. I feel T can’t stand on thern. + fombeintiithlovs

Today in downtown Ramallah at around 4:15 pr as we were * laure ghorayeb
driving down Ramallah’s main strest,..we had just bought kanafa ~ * lebanonupdates
toeat ....after spending the day at ‘amari camp. o littlepaparboat

o mazen kerbaj

T was driving dovn the main street. & tax driver cut me off, T + rittabaddouraparmilesbomabes
rolled doven the window and cursed at him. We pulled over and
Emily and Mohammed jumped out to buy kanafa. Then we
continued, dropping off Mohammed at his car.. ahich he had left
in the center of town. We agreed to meet at Mohammed’s place

o raytch
o the lebanon chronicle

& these_days

down the street, RELIEF CENTERS : DONATE HERE

Help Lebanon
Iwas alone in the front seat. Emily and Carolyn in the back.

Suddenly there was a van directly in front of our car. He veered a
bit towards our car. T slowed dovm. wondering how T was going to

* Mowatinun

o Relief Lebanon

(http://www.beirutupdate.blogspot.com/)
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Warblogs and free speech

Warblogs focus on subjective impressions and eyewitness
accounts, thus lending ,personal face““to military events

While some of them might be subject to control and
censorship (e.g. blogs of military personnel @ Milblogs),
most provide an unfiltered perspective on daily life in
conflict regions

Blogs are aimed at conversation and dialogue, but this
can include partisan viewpoints as well as attempts for
intercultural understanding



Conclusion

. MSM and Blogosphere both contribute to publics, but

apply different criteria for filtering, publishing and linking
information

" MSM provide general and (most often) objective
information to a wide audience

. Blogosphere provides specific, i.e. personalized
information to (most often) small audiences

. Blogs not only increase opportunities for information
management, but also allow for identity management and
relationship management

MSM & Blogs

. Both spheres of communication are interconnected
through processes of mutual agenda setting, thus
complementing (rather than replacing) each other

Conclusion




Thank You for listening.
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